Appendix 1:

Policy for titles of Cochrane Reviews

Titles should be standardised by using upper case very rarely, by very restricted use of abbreviations and by avoiding superfluous elements (e.g. 'effects of', 'comparison of', ' a systematic review of'). Composition of titles should be based on the structure used for the vast majority of existing review titles in The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews.  At its most basic, this structure is:


[intervention] for [health problem]

e.g.
Antibiotics for acute bronchitis

If several interventions are being investigated in the review, the word 'Interventions' (or more appropriate specific terms such as pharmacotherapy, psychological therapy, physical therapies, surgery) should be used at the beginning of the title. 

Where two active interventions have been compared, the structure is:

 [intervention A] versus [intervention B] for [health problem]

e.g.
Immediate versus delayed treatment for cervical intraepithelial neoplasia

Where the type of people studied or the location of the intervention is mentioned explicitly, the structure is:


[intervention] for [health problem] in [participant group/location]

e.g.
Inhaled nitric oxide for respiratory failure in preterm infants

If there is no specified 'health problem', e.g. 'Home versus hospital birth', or the intervention is intended to influence a variety of problems, e.g. 'Prophylactic synthetic surfactant in preterm infants', the structure is:


[intervention] in OR for [participant group/location].

e.g.
Restricted versus liberal water intake in preterm infants


Home-based social support for socially disadvantaged mothers

It will sometimes be necessary to specify that the intervention is for preventing, treating, or preventing and treating the health problem(s) concerned:

e.g.
Pool fencing for preventing drowning in children


Amodiaquine for treating malaria


Vitamin C for preventing and treating the common cold

If necessary, the word 'for' in the titles of reviews should be followed by 'preventing', 'treating', or 'preventing and treating'. This is preferable to using 'for the prevention of', etc.

Cochrane Reviews should consider all relevant outcomes considered in the studies included in the review, so mention of specific outcomes should only very rarely be retained within the title, usually as a subtitle separated by a colon from the main title.

